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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Note: Examiner corresponded with applicant on 4/30/2007 in regards to an 
informality in the claim listing of the groups in the restriction. The groups were 
renumbered to reflect the following: Group I, claims 1-11 and Group II, claims 12- 
40. 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group I, claims 1-11 in the reply filed on 
5/17/2007 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that no "serious burden" 
is present in examining the small number of claims 10-40 as well. This is not found 
persuasive because claim 1 in Group I has the feature of both a determined data 
providing section and a determined data obtaining section, while in Group II, the 
detemnined data providing section is in one apparatus and the data obtaining section is 
in another apparatus. In Group II, two image forming apparatuses communicate with 
one another, since one sends information and the other receives information. This is . 
different from Group I since the image forming apparatus has the one image forming 
apparatus that has the ability to both send and receive a request. Despite the Groups 
being related with certain features, the Groups are different by the arrangement of the 
features in Group II and therefore, are distinct inventions. Because of this distinction, 
the search would cause an unduly burden on the Examiner with the task to find not only 
the independent claim feature in Group I, but having to find the arrangement of features 
in multiple printers in Group 11. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
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Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "1 12" has been used to designate both the network l/F in 
printer (10) and network l/F in printer (102). 

3. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required In 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• On page 1 2, line 1 6: the word "fist" should be - first -. 

• On page 14, lines 6 and 19: the word "fist" should be - first -. 

• On page 21 , lines 24: the word "fist" should be - first -. 

• On page 25, 18: the word "fist" should be - first -. 

• On page 30, lines 8: the word "fist" should be -- first -. 

• On page 50, line 4: the figure number "202-0" should be - 202-N-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-6, 8 and 1 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Morita et al (US Pat No 6934042). 

Re claim 1 : Morita '042 discloses an image processing apparatus connectable to 
network comprising: 

a storage (41 1) for storing determined data for controlling image formation (i.e. 
the memory (41 1) stores data an application program that is a fornn of data that controls 
the processing of data for a particular purpose; see fig. 3; col. 4, lines 41-57); 

a determined data providing section for performing a processing concerning a 
predetermined request (i.e. the function management table (414) in the memory (41 1) is 
referred to by the general controller (401) to decide whether a request to use a 
particular processing is able to be used by the external apparatus. The request sent 
from an external apparatus is considered as a predetermined request; see fig. 3; col. 5, 
lines 11-23); 
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a determined data obtaining section for making the predetermined request (i.e. 
the general controller (401) can make requests of a certain processing to occur. The 
function management controller (414) is referred to in order to see if the original 
apparatus can perform the request before requesting another apparatus to perform an 
instructed request; see fig. 3; col. 5, lines 4-23); and 

a controller (401) for controlling the determined data providing section and the 
detemriined data obtaining section (i.e. the controller (401) controls the apparatus when 
processing data, according to a request, is obtained or when a controller is making a 
request of another apparatus; see fig. 3; col. 4, lines 39-67 and col. 4, lines 1-23). 

Re claim 2: Morita '042 discloses the apparatus, further comprising an operation 
selecting section for selecting any one of the determined data providing section (414) 
and the determined data obtaining section (414) to be operated (i.e. the panel operation 
allows the controller (401) to instruct a certain processing with the original apparatus. 
Also, the panel operation does allow an instruction or request to print information at an 
external apparatus. The controller (401) may choose to send a request to have an 
external apparatus perfomi processing or to process a request by the controller (401) 
referring to the function management table (414) to ensure if the requested processing 
is available; see col. 4, lines 58-67; col. 5, lines 1-23 and col. 9, lines 1-45). 
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Re claim 3: Morita '042 discloses the apparatus, wherein the determined data include at 
least one of data concerning an operation of the apparatus, an apparatus adjustment 

« 

value of the apparatus, data concerning a user of the apparatus and a registered mail 
addresses (i.e. the information sent to and from an external apparatus deals with the 
operation of the external or original apparatus. Also, with certain data, a particular 
application program may be needed to process the data. This is considered an 
adjustment of the apparatus; see col. 4, lines 47-67 and col. 5, lines 1-23). 

Re claim 4: Morita '042 discloses the apparatus, wherein the determined data obtaining 
section transfers the determined data from or to an external image forming apparatus 
(i.e. information sent to change or alter the operation of another apparatus is transmitted 
from the controller (401) when it Is determined that the function management table has 
detemnined a certain current processing can or cannot be used; see col. 5, lines 4-23 
and col. 9, lines 1-59). 

Re claim 5: Morita '042 discloses the apparatus, wherein the operation selecting section 
is an operation section comprising at least one of a touch panel (421), an operation key 
(422) and a pointing device (i.e. the display panel (421) and buttons (422) are 
considered as apart of the operating panel; see fig. 3; col. 4, lines 17-40). 
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Re claim 6: Morita '042 discloses the apparatus, wherein the detemiined data obtaining 
section perfonns an operation for transferring the determined data to an external image 
forming apparatus (i.e. the controller (401) can be instructed to transmit data used to 
perform processing, or an application program, to an external apparatus; see col. 4, 
lines 41-67; col. 5, lines 1-23 and col. 9, lines 1-59), and an operation for making the 
external image forming apparatus transfer determined data stored in the external image 
forming apparatus (i.e. if an application program is needed to process an image resides 
in another apparatus, the system allows an external apparatus to transmit the 
application program to the apparatus without the appropriate program, to use the 
program for image processing; see fig. 8; col. 9, lines 1-59 and col. 10, lines 10-19), and 

the operation selecting section selects any one of the operations (i.e. the 
controller (401) recognizes instructions from the panel (421) and the buttons (422) to 
perform processing in the above manners; see col. 9, lines 1-59). 

Re claim 8: Morita '042 discloses the apparatus, wherein the storage (41 1) comprises a 
nonvolatile memory (i.e. the digital copying machines are all configured to have memory 
(41 1); see fig. 3; col. 4, lines 17-46), and the processing concerning the predetermined 
request includes a processing for rewriting determined data stored in the nonvolatile 
memory (i.e. the original memory of an external apparatus does not have a application 
program for a particular use. The external apparatus utilizes this application program 
through another apparatus and can rewrite the memory within the external apparatus 



Application/Control Number: 10/602,140 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2625 

when it has enough menfiory capacity and adds the application program to the external 
apparatus; see col. 4, lines 58-67 and col. 5, lines 1-3). 

Re claim 1 1 : Morita '042 discloses an image processing apparatus connectable to 
network comprising: 

a storage (41 1) for storing detemiined data for controlling Image fomriation (i.e. 
the memory (41 1) stores data an application program that is a form of data that controls 
the processing of data for a particular purpose; see fig. 3; col. 4, lines 41-57); 

a determined data providing section for performing a processing concerning a 
predetermined request (i.e. the function management table (414) in the memory (41 1) is 
referred to by the general controller (401) to decide whether a request to use a 
particular processing is able to be used by the external apparatus; see fig. 3; col. 5, 
lines 11-23); 

a determined data obtaining section for making the predetermined request (i.e. 
the general controller (401) can make requests of a certain processing to occur. The 
function management controller (414) is referred to in order to see if the original 
apparatus can perform the request before requesting another apparatus to perform an 
instructed request; see fig. 3; col. 5, lines 4-23); and 

a controller (401) for controlling the determined data providing section and the 
determined data obtaining section (i.e. the controller (401) controls the apparatus when 
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f 

processing data according to a request or when a controller is making a request of 
another apparatus; see fig. 3; col. 4, lines 39-67 and col. 4, lines 1-23), wherein the 
plurality of image forming apparatuses are connected to the other through a network 
cable (17) (i.e. a plurality of image forming apparatuses are connected through a 
network (1 7). It does not necessarily have to be a network cable for the apparatuses to 
be connected; see fig. 1; col. 3, lines 4-27). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 7, 9 and 10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morita '042 in view of Yamada et al (US Pub No 2001/0055125). 

Re claim 7: Morita '042 teaches the apparatus, further comprising a detemnined data 
transfer section for transferring the determined data to a plurality of extemal image 
forming apparatuses (i.e. in the system, there are a plurality of image forming 
apparatuses to send data to and from. Although a determined data transfer section is 
not specifically disclosed, the feature of transferring data to a plurality of image forming 
apparatuses is performed; see fig. 1; col. 3, lines 4-19 and col. 4, lines 17-67). 

However, Morita '042 fails to teach transferring the determined data to a plurality 
of external image forming apparatuses in order. 
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However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Yamada et al. Yamada et 
al discloses transferring the determined data to a plurality of external image forming 
apparatuses in order (i.e. with a system having multiple image forming apparatuses, 
then transmission of information arranged in the order of transmission; see paragraph 
[00831). 

Therefore, in view of Yamada et al, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have determined data transferred to a 
plurality of external image forming apparatuses in order incorporated in the device of 
Morita '042 in order to arrange information in the order of transmission (as stated in 
Yamada et al paragraph [0083]). 

Re claim 9: Morita '042 teaches the apparatus, wherein the determined data providing- 
section includes a server program for performing a processing concerning the 
predetermined request requested by an external client (i.e. the image forming 
apparatuses perform processing by searching for an application program on the 
memory (41 1) of the apparatus and transmitting that program to another image forming 
apparatus. The first image forming apparatus may act as a server since it has the 
application program desired by the second apparatus; see col. 4, lines 47-67 and col. 5, 
lines 1-23), and the determined data obtaining section includes a client program for 
making the predetermined request to an external server (i.e. either the first image 
forming apparatus or the external apparatus can perform as the client program and 
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make a request for the use of an application program; see col. 4, lines 47-67 and col. 5, 
lines 1-23). 

However, Morita '042 fails to teach the determined data providing-section 
includes a HTTP server program for performing a processing concerning the 
predetermined request requested by an external HTTP client, and the detemiined data 
obtaining section includes a HTTP client program for making the predetermined request 
to an external HTTP server. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Yamada et al. Yamada et 
al discloses the determined data providing-section includes a HTTP server program for 
performing a processing concerning the predetermined request requested by an 
external HTTP client (i.e. the server (31) Is accessible through the internet by the client 
(21). The client (21) provides job information to the server (31)), and the determined 
data obtaining section includes a HTTP client program (21) for making the 
predetermined request to an external HTTP server (31) (i.e. the client computer (21) 
with a program to place job infomriation on the server (31); see fig. 1 ; paragraphs 
[0034]-[0037]). 

Therefore, in view of Yamada et al, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the determined data providing-section 

■ 

includes a HTTP server program for performing a processing concerning the 
predetermined request requested by an external HTTP client, and the determined data 
obtaining section includes a HTTP client program for making the predetemnined request 
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to an external HTTP server in order to have a image forming apparatus transmit and 
receive information through the internet (as stated in Yamada et al paragraph [0023] 
and [0026]). 

Re claim 10: Morita '042 discloses teaches the apparatus, wherein the apparatus is 
realizable of communication with an external data processing apparatus (15) and the 
external server (i.e. with the external server being analogous to the image forming 
apparatus, since the apparatus stores information accessible to other apparatuses 
through the network (17). then the above feature is performed. Also, the server (15) is 
accessible by the same image forming apparatus (11) through the network (17); see col. 
3, lines 4-19 and col. 8, lines 28-46). 

■ However, Morita '042 discloses fails to teach the apparatus is realizable of 
communication with an external data processing apparatus and the extemal HTTP 
server according to the HTTP. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Yamada et al. Yamada et 
al discloses the apparatus is realizable of communication with an external data 
processing apparatus and the external HTTP server (11) according to the HTTP (i.e. the 
server (31) communicates thrpugh the internet (N) to the other processing devices (11) 
through a proxy server (12); see fig. 1; paragraphs [0022H0026]). 

Therefore, in view of Yamada et al, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the apparatus realizable of 
communication with an external data processing apparatus and the external HTTP 
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server according to the HTTP in order to have the image forming apparatus transmit 
information to a server through the internet (as stated in Yamada et al paragraph [0025] 
and [0026]). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chad Dickerson whose telephone number is (571)-270- 
1351. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. thru Thur. 9:00-6:30 Fri. 9:00- 
5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on (571)- 272-7314. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

m 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 





May 25, 2007 



